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Specialist Children’s Services
Speech & Language Therapy



Understanding of Language
	Developmental age


18 - 24 months 


	Typical Development
· Understand between 200 and 500 words.
· Understand more simple questions and instructions. For example 'where is your shoe?' and 'show me your nose'.
· Select small toys and objects when named.
Common Immaturities (monitor – do not refer)
· May not understand 200+ words but should understand 100

	Developmental age


24 - 36 months

	Typical Development
· Understand longer instructions, such as 'make teddy jump' or 'where's mummy's coat?'
· Understand simple 'who', 'what' and 'where' questions.
· Begin to understand attributes e.g. “which one barks?”
Common Immaturities (monitor  - do not refer)
· At 2;0 – 2;6 may understand mostly nouns and still be developing understanding  of  verbs, adjectives and question words.


	Developmental age




36 - 48 months
	Typical Development
· Understand and often use colour, number, size and time related words, for example, 'red' car, 'three' fingers and 'yesterday / tomorrow'.
· Understand simple prepositions ‘in’, ‘on’ and ‘under’
· Be able to answer questions about ‘why’ something has happened.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Common Immaturities (monitor – do not refer)
· May still be developing understanding of a range of concepts such as big/little; hot/cold
· Attention may still not be redirected when you call their name, and a physical prompt may be required.


	Developmental age




48 - 60 months
	Typical Development
· Understand spoken instructions without stopping what they are doing to look at the speaker.
· Take turns in much longer conversations.
· Understand more complicated language such as ‘first’, ‘last’, ‘might’, ‘may be’
· Understands prepositions ‘above’, ‘behind’ and ‘in between’.
· Understand words that describe sequences such as “first we are going to the shop, next we will play in the park”.


	Developmental age


Over 5 years

	To consider whether your child would benefit from specific SLT support, please refer to: Communication Trust;
“Universally Speaking” Age 5-11

This is available via the internet
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