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Specialist Children’s Services
Speech & Language Therapy


	Developmental age


18 - 24 months 


	Typical Development
· Copy sounds and words a lot.
· Use 50 or more single words. These will also become more recognizable to others.
· Start to put short sentences together with 2-3 words, such as ‘more juice’ or ‘bye Nanny’.
Common Immaturities (ie monitor and advise – do not refer)
· May still not have 20+ words
· May not be putting 2 words together


	Developmental age


24 - 36 months

	Typical Development
· Use up to 300 words.  Use action words as well as nouns, such as ‘run’ and ‘fall’.
· Put 4 or 5 words together to make short sentences, such as 'me want more juice' or ‘why it be jumping?’.
· Ask lots of questions. They will want to find out the name of things and learn new words. 
· Start to use simple plurals by adding ‘s’, for example ‘shoes’ or ‘cars’.
Common Immaturities (ie monitor and advise – do not refer)
· Age 2;0 to 2;6 may still not be putting 2 + words together


	Developmental age




36 - 48 months
	Typical Development
· Use longer sentences and link sentences together.
· Describe events that have already happened e.g. 'we went park.'
· Start to like simple jokes.
· Ask many questions using words like ‘what’ ‘where’ and ‘why’.
· Still make mistakes with tense such as say 'runned' for ‘ran’ and 'swimmed' for ‘swam’.
· Connect sentences with ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘because’ and ‘so’
Common Immaturities (ie monitor and advise – do not refer)
· Not good at turn taking in conversation



	Developmental age




48 - 60 months
	Typical Development
· Use their language skills to help them learn to read.
· Use sentences that are well formed and increasingly complex. However, they may still have some difficulties with grammar. For example, saying 'sheeps' instead of 'sheep' or 'goed' instead of 'went'.
· Think more about the meanings of words, such as describing the meaning of simple words or asking what a new word means.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Common Immaturities (ie monitor and advise – do not refer)
· Word order may still be muddled



	Developmental age


Over 5 years
	To consider whether your child would benefit from specific SLT support, please refer to: Communication Trust;
“Universally Speaking” Age 5-11

This is available via the internet
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